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Jacaranda

Labics_Maria Claudia Clemente, Francesco Isidori
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Design Labics_Maria Claudia Clemente, Francesco Isidori
Project Manager Sara Sosio, Labics

Location Milan, Italy

Use Kindergarten, Primary School, Sports Center

Area 2,000m?

Structural Engineer Studio Speri

Mechanical Engineer Raffaele Gragnaniello

Furniture Play+

Client Scuola Innovativa Srl

Photo Marco Cappelletti, Delfino Sisto Legnani
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A Children's Agora in the heart of Milan

A space for children consisting of a nursery and kindergarten plus a
sports center, designed by Labics, are born from the remains of a garage
in a central area of Milan, Italy. A unique adaptive reuse project, which
gives rise to a high—profile architectural and pedagogical structure made
in collaboration with Reggio Children. Jacaranda consists of a nursery
and a kindergarten, together with a sports centre with three swimming
pools: an articulated structure, not conceived as a mere container of
activities, but characterized by the simultaneous presence of public,
semi—public and private spaces all brought into a remarkable pre—
existing reinforced concrete structure. In the centre is an agora which,
like in a small town, becomes the place where the inhabitants —the
children and the educators— meet, get to know each other and live.

The project is structured around the agora
Characterized by the coexistence of public, semi—public and private
spaces, arranged in continuity with each other, this children’ s center

incorporates the structure of a city whose inhabitants — children and
educators — meet and share spaces. The various educational sections
overlook the large, bright and transparent agora, the real heart of the
project: a double height volume, center of spatial organization and
distribution of horizontal and vertical paths that extend over 2,100
square meters. The agora is at the same time an atrium, a place of
informal meeting and socialization, a place for collective functions. Here
the life of the children unfolds.

Guided by the desire to preserve the identity of the original building,
which is primarily characterized by a continuous and very bright
environment, Labics chose to place the kindergarten classrooms on the
first floor, building three suspended bridges that follow the pace of the
structure made of reinforced concrete arches. These bridges, suspended
by tie rods made of steel plates, allow light to flow inside and bear
witness to the space in its original configuration.
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